Crocuses--Photo by: Nolan Raraigh

a® A newsletter of the Armstrong

ACTB News-Messa

Winter/Spring 2011
Volume 5 ¢ Issue 1

In This Issue
ACTB News

Chairman’s Note
Feature Members
Welcome New Members!
Member News

Website Stats

Get the Word Out

About Us

Feature Members

* Lerner Photography
e Cochran Mills
Merchantile

Check us out on
Facebook!

Follow us on Twitter!

Come. Play! Discover...
The Heart of Western
Pennsylvania!

A

Armstrong County
Tourist Bureau
125 Market Street
Kittanning PA 16201
724-543-4003
ArmstrongCounty.com

County Tourist Bureau

ge from Director

Membership: ACTB is in the midst of the 2011 membership renewal and new member
drive! For 2011, we have kept our Membership Dues the same costs due to the hard eco-
nomic times! Same cost, but with addtional benefits!!

We are very busy here contacting members to update information and to tell you about
upcoming events that we need your updated information for!! Please return phone calls
or messages so that we are able to help your business in any way we can! If you have new
brochures, handouts, event announcements; you must get them to our office so that we
can get the word out for you! If you haven’t renewed your 2011 Membership, please do
S0 as soon as possible! Thanks!

Calendars: After a slight delay in the ﬁrinting of our 2011 calendars they had finally ar-
rived the first week of January! They have turned out beautifully thanks to our office

staff, our graphic designer Kim Hanna-Hall of KH2 Designs and our accomodatinﬁ printer
Knepper Press. We want to also thank all of those that contributed pictures to this year’s
calendar! It turned out truly perfect! You wouldn’t believe the demand for our calendars--
not only locally but nationwide!!

Advertisements: ACTB has been a buzz with all the new advertisement opportunities. Re-
cent advertisement campaigns include: Pursuits Magazine (2 issues and Web ad) and the
Annual Vacation Guide, Where and When (2 issues), Audubon Magazine, VisitPittsburgh
Website Banner Ad, Pittsburgh and It’s Countryside Outdoor Recreation Maé)', Armstrong
Rails to Trails Armstrong Trail Map, and the new Holiday Inn Express Guest Directory ad--
partners include Kiski Junction Railroad and Birdsfoot Golf Club.

Upcoming Events:

- Feb. 9th 11:30-1:00pm @ Lenape Technical School-“Out to Lunch” Profession-
al Education Seminar brotht to you jointly by ACTB and the Armstrong County Chamber
of Commerce. Davis Consulting will present a seminar on “Social Networking and Market-
ing with Facebook” Cost is $20 and includes lunch.

- Feb. 11-13 Strongland HomExpo at the Pittsburgh Mills Mall--Take advantage
of the opportunity to send us your promotional matierals (brochures, coupons, event
announcements, etc) to take with us and display at the Expo. The Come visit our booth
located near Dick’s Sporting Goods!

-Please look to the opening of our Armstrong Geotrail. After much delay and run-
arounds it is near ready. Announcements will go out as soon as it opens!

Don’t Forget!! The new El)_rograms and services we offer to help promote your business,
organization or events! (These are in addition to existing benefits on back of newsletter!)
-Facebook/Twitter-ACTB offers to promote your business/organization/event for FREE
utilizing these far reaching social media outlets!

-E-Blast-FREE announcements sent out to our email distribution list

-Flyer Design Assistance-Tourism Assitant, Robert, is able to help you design flyers for
your organization

ACTB is considering providing an electronic newsletter to members who wish to re-

ceive it as so. (Those who do not specify they would want an online newsletter would

be mailed a hard copy) The hope is that we can reduce our staff time, postage costs and

paper usage--thus becomin§ more efficient in deliverinﬁ services to our members. Please

complete the survey at the following address, to let us know what you think!
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/JCKDGVW

ACTB; — Serving You Better

The Armstrong County Tourist Bureau continues to grow and provide new and

improved services for its members while at the same time operating on a reduced budget
and_stafhn%. In order to do this, we need your assistance in timely response to adminis-
trative needs.

It takes longer for us to complete a task for 300 members that for the 100 mem-

bers of years gone by, AND if follow-up action is needed to complete some project, ef-
ficiency to everyone is decreased. Please help us help you with positive timely response
that promote our promotion of you.

-Jack Bennett, ACTB Board Chairman
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Feature Member: Lerner Photography

539 4th Avenue

Hours:
Ford City, PA 16226 Monday - Friday
724-763-6365 10:00 am - 5:00 pm

lernerphotography@comcast.net  Evenings & Weekends
www.lernerphotography.webs.com py Appointment
724.399.1100

Melissa (Lerner) Harmon, Professional Photographer and Owner of Lerner Photography Studio has implemented many changes at her
Photography Studio since opening Lerner Photography in Ford City in March of 2009. The Studio was initially located in the 900 block of 4th
Avenue. In less than a year from opening, she soon found that she was rapidly outgrowing the 1500 square foot Studio. In March 2010, reno-
vations began at the new Studio (the former Methodist Episcopal Church) located at 539 4th Avenue - just 4 blocks south on 4th Avenue in
Ford City from the first studio location. Hence when you visit Lerner Photography, take notice of the Studio name located above the main
entrance doors “Lerner Studio South”.

When asked about the renovations to the new Studio, Melissa refers to it as “a family project...everyone was here to help with something”.
The business was relocated on May 1st, but the renovations were not complete until mid August. According to Melissa, “it was a rough sum-
mer’, it was difficult because | had to move ladders, tools and buckets of drywall from one room to another every other day in order to main-
tain my appointment schedule.“There was always something going on, someone working on something’, Melissa recalls.

Now that the Studio is completely remodeled, Melissa is continuing to keep herself very busy. Beginning with the Open House in August of
2010 that drew-in nearly 150 guests, Melissa is continually planning photography events. Her goal is to make each portrait session special
and memorable from beginning to end. She says: “It's a lot of work, but | love to wow my clients. | would like to eventually have at least

one event planned for every month; anything from monthly portrait specials to actual one day in-house events such as Pretty Princess Tea
Parties, Lil Flyers Get Together-s, Fido & Feline Fridays, a Haunted Studio Funhouse, and visits from the Easter Bunny and Santa Claus. My
photography style is non-traditional and | like to think out of the box."

Also, Melissa may often be found outside of her Studio working on-location at various community events throughout the year where she
provides free services and/or free photos at events such as the Ford City Lion’s Easter Egg Hunt, the Children’s Community Fair at the Bel-
mont Complex, Saint Mary’s Senior Prom, Ford City Light-Up Day, Kittanning Light-Up the Night, the Armstrong County Health Center and
the Lenape Elementary Christmas Bazaars. Melissa is the exclusive photographer for the Ford City Alumni Association and is no stranger to
on-location shoots for school portraits, sports teams, and sporting events.

In November, Melissa launched the “Lerner News Flash” quarterly newsletter and in January launched her email campaigns site “Lerner E-
Flash” for her on-line clients. Currently, she is working on an all-new website (to be unveiled in early spring) that will house a digital store-

front; and is gearing-up to introduce her new business brand and an in-studio presentation room with large projection proof viewing.

Melissa is a graduate of Lenape Vo-Tech and Oakbridge Academy of Arts where she received a Specialized Associate Degree in Photography.
She and her husband Bryan reside in Ford City with their 3 children (Laikyn - 6, Leah - 4, and Bryson - 3).

If you would like to receive the “Lerner News Flash” or “Lerner E-Flash” that contain information about upcoming events, special offers and
coupons, go online at www. lernerphotography.webs.com, click on “Contact Us” and send Melissa your name and a brief message describ-

ing your interest; or call the Studio at 724-763-6365.

**See Lerner Photography’s Upcoming Events February-April on your Upcoming Events Insert!

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!!

-Renshaw Family Farms -Schaeffer Tire
-Sons of the Union Veterans of the Civil -| Buy Gold

War & Auxillary _ _ -Hunter’s Moon Lodge and Bed & Break-
-Armstrong County Cooperative Extension fast

-Beverly Steffey




-
Feature Member Cochran Mills Merchantlle

Step back in time at
Cochran Mills Mercantile...
“Your Old Fashion Country
Store”

2601 Garretts Run Road
Ford City, PA 16226
724-845-6731

M-Sa. 9am-6pm Sun. 1om-5om

Cochran Mills Mercantile will celebrate its second anniversary, February 19th and 20th this year. The
mother-daughter team had a dream of owning a small country store, and 2 years ago that dream came
true.

From the time you walk into the front porch you are greeted with warm smiles from neighbors that might
be there for an afternoon or morning coffee break. You will see pictures of Cochran Mills in the 1940’s and
earlier, and if your lucky, one of the old timers will share some history with you if they are there.

Fresh brewed Green Mountain Coffee is always available along with other beverages such as hot choco-
late, teas, buttermilk, ice tea, chocolate milk and Classic Coke in glass bottles (some say it tastes so much
better in the glass bottles).For the “sweet tooth’, there are usually cookies of various kinds, chocolate
peanut butter pretzels, biscotti, fudge (seasonal), plus other great items to cure that sweet craving.

If you want to redecorate a room in your home, the Mercantile has a large selection of Country Prints,
Lighted Pictures, Flower Arrangements, Figurines, Primitive Dolls, Berry Swags and Candles Rings, Linens,
Candles and Holders, plus much more. There is a nice selection of furniture such as end tables, pie chests,
chairs, barn wood cabinets and corner shelves. Lighting fixtures and lamps are also available. If you need
a quick gift, there are gift cards available, gift baskets made to order and they offer great gift wrapping.

Soup mixes from Maggie and Mary's and Rabbit Creek are always a great idea for these cold winter eve-
nings. In addition you will have a wide selection of cheese ball mixes, dip mixes, jams, jellies and salsa’s,
plus wine and beer bread mixes.

Spring, Summer and Fall all bring exciting events to the Mercantile. The Anniversary Week will always be
the week of February 19th. Summer opens the “Farm Stand” with farm fresh vegetables grown right at
the Mercantile, along with Fresh Sweet Corn. Fall brings on the Annual Fall Festival the last week in Sep-
tember. There is always a lot to do and see that weekend.

The Annual Christmas Open House is always the second weekend in November. There are gifts for ev-
eryone on your Christmas List with beautiful gift bags and free gift warpping during the Holiday Season.
The Men’s shopping night is always a big success - watch your local papers for the time and date.

Cochran Mills is a beautiful place to visit, centered in the beautiful farmlands of Burrell Township. Come
and spend a relaxing afternoon at Cochran Mills Mercantile and Experience the Best of Country.

Member News Cont’d
The Armstrong County YMCA is very
excited about the addition of Mag-
gie Saracco, Program Director, to our
staff. Her specialty is fitness and we are
pleased to announce we will be offering
FREE Wellness Center Orientations and
an 8-week Personalized Fitness Program.
Fitness Program cost to members: $40,
Non Members $80

Did you know The Company Store is
also a cafe and deli? Homemade pizzas,
pastries and a whole host of delicious
sandwiches--dine in or take out! Take a
ride to NuMine and treat yourself!

The Armstrong County Community
Foundation is issuing a challenge to the
businesses and residents of the county...
give back to their community during the
first ever “Day of Giving” on May 12,
2011. Donations made to any eligible
nonprofit in Armstrong County on this
day, through the ACCF, will be matched
with dollars from the Challenge Fund.
Help grow the Challenge Fund starting
now! Call Jessica at 724-548-1261 to take
the challenge! Visit www.accfound.org
for more info!

FLAG (Freeport Leechburg Apollo
Group) will hold their FLAG-A-RAMA
benefit dinner on Saturday, March 19th
at Lingrow Farm. Catering by Addison
House, wine, beer and soft drinks, a
chance to win many fabulous prizes pro-
vided by local businesses, $5,000 Grand
Prize, your favorite Games of Chance,
basket auction and more. Come help
celebrate and support your community.
For more details or to purchase tickets
please call the FLAG office at 724-719-
9700

Olde Tyme Diner in Dayton will be host-
ing a Wine-and-Dine Couples Special for
Valentine’s Day Weekend Feb 11-12. Stop
in ACTB to pick up a coupon! For more
info call OTD at 814-257-8185

Website Stats

ArmstrongCounty.com

November 2010

Unique Visitors: 3125

Member News... |
No. of Visits: 5372

The Armstrong Trail is Ready To Ride! A new Trail Map will be published in the spring of 2011. Plans are under way for significant Trail improve-  [EERSETITPV
ments this summer. Trail events, including Walk N Wow Wildflower Tours, a Poker Run, and a Picnic & Ride, are all in the works. Speaking of
works, join one of our monthly Work Parties on the third Saturday of every month. Check the website for further details: armstrongtrail.org. December 2010
Unique Visitors:3131
No. of Visits: 5330
Hits: 341213

The Foxburg Area Information Center is accepting recipes for their new cookbook to be published late spring early summer of 2011. To have
your recipe included in the exciting new cookbook, you can submit your recipes three different ways: e-mail with the recipe attached to:
services@foxburginfo.com, mail FAIC P.O. BOX 91 Foxburg, Pa 16036 or deliver it to a FAIC board member. Recipes should include your name
and town, title and ingredients with measurements and directions. Any questions? Email: services@foxburginfo.com. P.S. Community business
owners may reserve space in the cookbook for advertising by contacting FAIC.

January 2011
Unique Visitors: 2896
No. of Visits: 4728

New member Hunter’s Moon Lodge and Bed and Breakfast will be opening its doors for the very first time on February 14th! This new Arm- Hits: 341528

strong County B&B is located in Climax on Redbank Creek. Beautiful creek vistas, bald eagle spottings and a warm, inviting (did | mention gor-

geous?!) atmosphere is sure impress! For reservations, please call Rusty and Robin at 814-275-3153. Average duration: 3.2 min
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Need to eget the Word Out?

We can help! (MeMbers only benefits - contact us for details)

Newsletter Inserts - $50 and 500 copies gets your message out to all Bureau mem-
bers, all municipalities in Armstrong County, local elected officials, and many, many
more businesses and organizations.

Display Window - Free for non-profits, $25 for businesses. Available on a monthly
basis - windows are LARGE, lighted, and carpeted.

Feature Member for Newsletter - FREE, just send us the info and a photo and we’ll
get you in - 2 members per issue are highlighted.

www.ArmstrongCounty.com
Calendar of Events - FREE, easy online submission.

Homepage News Items - FREE, send info and photo if possible. These typically
run for 1-2 weeks.

Photo Gallery - FREE, easy online submission to the photo gallery.

Web Advertisements- A PENNY per impression

Need help with a Press Release or Flyer? We'll help you write it and get it sent to
all regional media outlets - FREE!

About Our Organization Pittsburgh®Countryside

Established in 1963, the Armstrong County Tourist Bureau is the official tourism promotion agency for Armstrong
County. Our mission is to promote tourism, tourism development, and the interests of the travel and hospitality
industries of our region, thereby contributing to the economic growth and well-being of the area. The Armstrong
County Tourist Bureau is a non-profit, membership organization.



