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                     Newsletter of the Armstrong County Tourist Bureau

Summer Recap-Not only is Fall a busy �me here, but this past summer was BUSY as well! Our 
trailer visited the following fes�vals: Waves of Thunder Motorcycle Show, Ford City Heritage 
Days, FAHA Rodeo, Fort Armstrong Folk Fes�val and the Dayton Fair! We want to thank each 
and every one of our dedicated volunteers for man-ing our trailer! We also want to thank 
each event coordinator for providing us with space at each venue! Can’t wait �l next year!
 •New Tourism Assistant- As most of you know, our last Tourism Assistant, Robert,  
 moved on to another job and we’ve had to hire a new face for our office. Tiffany   
 Harkleroad started on July 11th! She comes with a great knowledge of our local busi 
 nesses, Social Media Marke�ng and much more! You’re sure to hear from her soon,  
 or stop in the office to say hello!

Annual Members Mee�ng- Mark your calendars and make 
sure you RSVP for our Annual Members Luncheon to be 
held Thursday, September 15th from 11am-1pm at the 
Ki�anning Country Club. Members are able to reserve an 
exhibitor table to showcase their business for FREE! Also, 
ACTB is looking for businesses that would like to donate 
centerpiece/doorprizes for the Luncheon! If you are 
interested in a�ending, exhibi�ng or dona�ng please 
contact us ASAP!

Fall Foliage Tours- ACTB is working on the 2011 Fall 
Foliage Tour schedule. Trust us, there are some new 
and exci�ng tours/stops this year! Keep your eye open 
for announcements/adver�sements coming out ASAP!

2012 Guide- Here it is September and we are talking about 2012 already! Of course we are! 
We have begun the 2012 Official Guide to Armstrong County planning and design process! 
Le�ers for adver�sing, updated membership lis�ngs and events will be going out to members 
shortly. We are very excited to work with everyone to make this very important Armstrong 
County promo�onal piece! Members: You will be receiving your le�ers for updates and adver-
�sing within the next two months. Non-Members: The Official Guide is a members-only op-
portunity. We print 50,000 copies a year that are distributed across the state, the country and 
abroad. This year we will be adding an online viewer for our Guide that will increase Guide 
viewership. Our website frequently tops 400,000 hits! Call us now to see how membership 
with ACTB can benefit you! 

2012 Calendar- We’re ahead of the game this year! Our new Tourism Assistant, Tiffany, will 
       be calling members for 2012 event  
       dates. Please get back to her in a  
       �mely manner with your events, so 
       that we may proceed with calendar  
       design! If you have not been   
       called, please email or call our office  
       with your event dates or photo
       submissions.

 
Let us know what you would prefer! Call or email 

ACTB to tell us how you would like to receive 
your next newsletter!

Would you like to receive your news-
le�er via Email or Mail?

2011 Fort Armstrong Folk Festival- Civil War
 encampments. Photo by Ruthi Smail Wolfe,

 Project 365 submission
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Renshaw Family Farm

This beau�ful gazebo provides the perfect se�ng for a wedding.  The water 
fountain on the pond creates a relaxing atmosphere for guests a�ending the 
wedding.  The area is serene and private.  Ideal for a wedding.

The Renshaw Farm was established in 1834 by Robert Rogers, whose daughter, Louise, married William H. Renshaw.  Mr. 
Renshaw was born in Philadelphia, PA, moved to Pittsburgh, PA, and then settled in Freeport, PA, Armstrong County, in South 
Buffalo Twp.  The original farm was a dairy farm.  The farm lands were purchased from the depreciation lands.  

The farm today consists of 400 acres.  The farm is located at 314 Ford City Road, Freeport, and PA 16229; five miles outside of 
Freeport, and six miles from Ford City, PA.  It sits on beautiful fields and rolling hills in South Buffalo Twp.  

The Renshaw Farm today is owned and operated by the sixth generation, Jason and Joshua Renshaw.  Previous owners were 
William and Judith Renshaw, Floyd and Annabelle Renshaw, Robert and Elizabeth Renshaw, and William and Jane Renshaw.
The farm is no longer a dairy farm but has been updated to meet the farming needs of 2011.  The Renshaw’s raise Black Angus 
cattle, hay, and pumpkins.  In 2009, Jason began to grow pumpkins and held the First Annual Pumpkin Fest and is now pre-
paring for the Third Annual Pumpkin Fest.   When visiting the farm, one will see some other animals; pigs, chickens, rabbits, 
donkeys, and a pot belly pig.  

The Pumpkin Fest grows each year and more and more families are enjoying the festivities at the Renshaw Farm.  Sometimes 
there are special guests visiting the fest – a clown, Santa Claus, and I heard Minnie Mouse might appear this year.  There is 
something new at the Pumpkin Fest this year – an Animal Park and a Pumpkin Launcher.

There are many free activities for the children to enjoy;  cutouts where they can have their pictures taken as an animal, part 
of a pumpkin stack, a window to peek through and other amusing figures.  There are large round hay bales for the children 
to play on and families have had family portraits taken there as well.  Hay/Corn Maze, Indian Corn, Gourds, and Corn Stalks 
for sale.  Children love the sound of the tractors and feel so big when they get on the wagon.  It is a meeting place for lunch 
as adults and senior citizens come and enjoy the Angus burgers, Angus hot dogs, apple dumplings with ice cream, and, of 
course, hot apple cider.  It is a community event as well as a family event.  The Freeport Kiwanis Club and Key Club from Free-
port High School participate by providing face painting and the famous duck pond and sure of a prize every time.  There are 
wagon rides to the Pumpkin Patch so the children can pick their own “special pumpkin” – the pumpkin grown especially for 
them.

This area on the farm can also be rented for special events, reunions, graduation parties, birthday parties, picnics etc.  There is 
an Event Center that holds 80 – 100 people, has two kitchens, an outside bar, and a horseshoe pit.  A large area is available for 
volley ball, soft ball, and other games for adults and children.    

Jason and Joshua are graduates of Freeport High School and Jason is a graduate of Slippery Rock University.  Joshua is a full-
time farmer on the farm.  Their parents, Bill and Judy, are both retired and help on the farm as needed.  

318 Ford City Road
Freeport, PA 16229
T: 724-295-3950

www.renshawfarms.com

When visiting the farm, it only takes a few minutes to see how much the family loves the 
farm and loves to farm.  There is a saying, “You can take the boy out of the country, but 
you can’t take the country out of the boy.”  This is true at the Renshaw Farm.  

Come to the Pumpkin Fest and enjoy the beautiful sunsets on the farm.  In the fall, the 
leaves are turning beautiful colors.  It is a beautiful time of the year for a ride in the coun-
try to the farm.

3rd Annual Pumpkin Fest 2011

Saturday October 1st,  8th, 15th, 
22nd, and 29th

Sunday    October 2nd, 9th, 16th, 
23rd, and 30th

11:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.Getting ready for the Pumpkin Fest



  

Wearing a backpack improperly, 
carrying too heavy of a load and 
constant lifting can do serious 
damage to a child’s spine. This 
is why Olsen Chiropractic will 
hold a Backpack Safety Check at 
their office. During the month of 
September, bring your school-aged 
child AND their backpack to Olsen 
Chiropractic for a “safety check” 
and a “back-to-school back check” 
at no charge to see if your child’s 
backpack could be harming their 
spine! Call the office at 724-548-
1040 if you have any questions or 
concerns regarding this matter. The 
office is located at 159 Butler Road, 
Suite 2A, beside the Driver’s License 
Center in West Kittanning. 

Freeport Theatre Festival invites 
you to a Murder Mystery Dinner 
Party to benefit the Capital Cam-
paign for Restrooms. 
What: “A Murder Most Fowl”, written 
by Rennick Steele, takes place in a 
Roaring 20’s speakeasy where ro-
mance is high and secrets are kept.
Where:  River Forest Country Club 
Speakeasy, featuring Joe Lege on 
the “keys”
When:  Sunday, October 2, 6-9 pm
Tickets:  $40.00 per person (of 
which $25.00 is tax deductible) 
Menu: Real McCoy Prime Rib and 
Bootlegged Baked Cod
Info: Call 724-295-1934, seating is 
limited to 150!  

Armstrong Community Theater 
presents the play “Crumpled 
Classics” November 3,4,5, 2011 at 
730 pm at the Worthington Civic 
Center.  Tickets are $8.00 each.  For 
more information, contact the 
theater at 724-297-3228 or at www.
armstrongcommunitytheater.org.

Don’t forget! Downtown Kittanning 
Inc. would like you to mark Friday, 
November 18th on your calendar 
for this year’s Light-Up Kittanning 
Night! Festivities start at 5pm. Look 
for the schedule and downtown 
sales flyers to be out soon! 

The new Larry Smail painting; “The 
Wheatfield-Whirlpool of Death” has 
been completed and made into 
prints. It depicts the 62nd Penn-
sylvania Volunteer Infantry in the 
Battle of Gettysburg, July 2, 1863. 
Costs of the limited edition series 
is $100.00 (1-450); the Artist’s proof 
series is $120.00 (1-45)and the 
150th Wheatfield Series is $150.00 
(1-150). For more info, please visit 
larrysmailart.com or call 724-548-
2042.

     

Member News...

Website Stats
ArmstrongCounty.com

May 2011
Unique Visitors: 3531
No. of Visits: 5235
Hits: 370221

June  2011
Unique Visitors: 4051
No. of Visits: 5964
Hits:  395740

July 2011
Unique Visitors: 4800 
No. of Visits: 6721
Hits:  417,995

Average dura�on:   3.1 min 

I Buy Gold - 
Armstrong Gold Recyclers

Hello, my name is Howard F. Gordon and I own the “I Buy Gold” store in Kittanning. I’m 55 years 
old and reside in Lower Burrell with my wife Jane, son Christopher and family dog, Woody. 

This June will mark the 2nd anniversary of my opening the gold store on 204 Market Street in 
downtown Kittanning. I’m open Tuesdays through Fridays from 10AM-5PM. I can also be made 
available at other times and I do make house calls if need be. Just call my cell at 724-205-8172.

The price of gold has never been higher. Now is the time to sell to realize the top price. I pay cash 
for gold jewelry, pocket and wrist watches, dental gold and class rings. If it’s gold, I’ll buy it! If 
you’re not sure what you have, bring it in. I’ll sort and test it for free. i’ll be courteous and you 
have no obligation to sell. I also buy sterling silver: flatware, tea sets, etc., coins, .999 silver, 
platinum and antiques.

I spent nearly 30 years restoring antique furniture and retailing a general line of antiques. My 
intensions were to work in my restoration shop until retirement, but it wasn’t to be. The poor 
economy crippled my antique business. People are focused on paying for the necessities in life, 
not the luxuries. 

I’m a hard-core antique collector. My collections range from antique autos to cast iron doorstops.
 I want to buy: antique cars, car parts, literature and anything related, blue-gray crocks, fancy oil 
and electric lamps, toys and trains (pre-1960), fishing lures, hunting and fishing licenses, any old 
military stuff, old postcards, old bicycles, motorcycles and pedal cars, old signs and advertising. 
I’m interested in buying anything old, unsual or curious.

Please stop in my store and view some local Kittanning memorabilia along with other interesting 
items I have on display.

Turn your unwanted, broken or unused gold into cash. Now’s the right time. I’ll do my best to pay 
you the most. I want you to leave my store happy!

 Thank you.
 Your Friend,        
 Howard Member News

Cochran Mills Merchantile would like you to know how to 
get to their store while the Crooked Creek Bridge construction 
is going on: Use Alt. Rt. 66, turn left on Cochran Mills Road and 
follow Cochran Mills right to the Merchantile!

Coming soon @ Hunter’s Moon Lodge B&B --Up and running by 
September 2 is an outdoor 6 seat Hot Tub at the Hunter’s Moon 
overlooking the Redbank Creek.  Newly installed beside the 
Creek and within view of the Hot Tub is a Fire Ring for staying 
warm and watching the stars and enjoying the sounds and 
smells of late summer and fall’s cool evenings.  Also newly com-
pleted is the second floor loft of the Hunter’s Moon Lodge which 
expands the accommodations.  Fall is on its way and the Hunter’s 
Moon Lodge is ready for guests to reserve a stay and enjoy the 
season with us.

Some big news for the final Kit-Han-Ne Car Club cruise at the 
Cadet on Wednesday, September 21 - KDKA will be there and 
set up with a tent with games and prizes.  Additionally, this is a 
charity event to benefit C.A.M.P. - Community Action Mentoring 
Program.

204 Market Street, Kittanning, PA 16201
(724) 205-8172 Open Tuesday-Friday 10am-5pm

-Riverside Drive-In
-Town and Country Transit
-Ki�anning Fire, Hook and Hose House #1
-Thunder Mountain Lenape Na�on
-Holiday Inn Express and Suites
-Rivers of Steel Heritage Tours
-ArmsCare
-Lisa Miserak, Tastefully Simple Consultant

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!!
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Need to get the Word Out?
We can help! (Members only benefits - contact us for details)

Facebook/Twitter/E-Blast- Let us know what is going on with your business and 
we’ll be sure to get it out over our social media outlets, Facebook and Twitter! E-
Blasts go out once a week, you could be a feature member for FREE! 

Newsletter Inserts - $50 and 500 copies gets your message out to all Bureau mem-
bers, all municipalities in Armstrong County, local elected officials, and many, many 
more businesses and organizations.  

Display Window - Free for non-profits, $25 for businesses.  Available on a monthly 
basis - windows are LARGE, lighted, and carpeted.  

Feature Member for Newsletter - FREE, just send us the info and a photo and we’ll 
get you in - 2 members per issue are highlighted.

www.ArmstrongCounty.com
Calendar of Events - FREE, easy online submission.
Homepage News Items - FREE, send info and photo if possible.  These typically 
run for 1-2 weeks.
Photo Gallery - FREE, easy online submission to the photo gallery.
Web Advertisements- A PENNY per impression

Need help with a Press Release or Flyer?  We’ll help you write it and get it sent to 
all regional media outlets - FREE!

About Our Organization
Established in 1963, the Armstrong County Tourist Bureau is the official tourism promotion agency for Armstrong 
County. Our mission is to promote tourism, tourism development, and the interests of the travel and hospitality 
industries of our region, thereby contributing to the economic growth and well-being of the area.  The Armstrong 
County Tourist Bureau is a non-profit, membership organization.

Board of Directors
Jack Bennett, Chairman
Ron Steffey, Vice-Chairman
Neill Andritz, Secretary
Pam Meade, Treasurer
Travis Lindsay
Connie Jerich
Melvin Check
Commissioner Rich Fink

Staff
Miranda Shoemaker, Director
Linda Pennington
Tiffany Harkleroad
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