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2014 Armstrong County Calendar & Guide On the Way  

The highly anticipated 2014  
Armstrong County Calendar will 
be released mid-December.  The 
calendar includes events  
happening throughout Arm-
strong County for the upcoming 
year.  The calendar also serves 
as a way to showcase all of the 
fantastic pictures of Armstrong 
County that are submitted to 
the Tourist Bureau throughout 
the year.  Last year’s Project 365 
Photo of the Year winner is  
featured in the calendar as well as various other photographers.  

As our 2014 Membership Drive comes to a close, we want to thank 
all those who have renewed their membership to the Tourist Bureau 
and welcome those who have joined for the first time. We are begin-
ning to work on our 2014 Armstrong County travel guide.  Be on the 
look out as we anticipate that the guide will be printed and available 
in early February.  The guide will highlight all members of the Arm-
strong County Tourist Bureau, including location, contact informa-
tion, and a brief description.  Events and general information about 
the county will also be included in the guide.  

Stop into the Tourist Bureau in a few weeks for 2014 Calendars and 
in February for the Armstrong County travel guide!  

 

Message from the Director of Tourism, Kevin Andrews 

2014 Calendar Cover Photo by  
Michael Markilinski 
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As we move into 2014, we will be closing out on our 50th  
Anniversary Year as Armstrong County’s official tourism promo-
tion agency.  I would like to thank each of you that has helped 
tourism grow in Armstrong County over the past 50 years.    
 
Established in 1963, the Armstrong County Tourist Bureau is a 
non-profit, membership organization.  Our mission is to promote 
tourism, tourism development, and the interests of the travel and 
hospitality industries of our region, thereby contributing to the 
economic growth and well-being of the area.  
 
I look forward to working together in 2014 and continuing to  
promote tourism in Armstrong County.   

“The real voyage of discovery consists not in seeking new land-
scapes but in having new eyes.” – Marcel Proust 



 

 
 

Keep in touch with 
the  Armstrong 
County Tourist  

Bureau by following 
us on Facebook and 

Twitter. 

 
 
 

 
 

Website Stats 
 

October 2013 

Unique Visitors: 2,729 
No. of Visits: 4,113 

Hits: 184,336 
 

November 2013 

Unique Visitors: 1,717 

No. of Visits: 3,195 

Hits: 119,233 
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Hello. We’re the Alle Kiski Strong Chamber, and we’d like to take a few 
minutes to tell you about why the Alle Kiski Strong Chamber is the best 
bang for your buck. Here are just a few of the reasons:  

Connect- Alle Kiski Strong Chamber will be your hub and epicenter for 
business to business networking events. We will work with you to help 
spread the word about important business initiatives relative to your 
specific area. We are here to help YOU connect with the world. That is 
our job and we take it very seriously. Engage- Alle Kiski Strong Cham-
ber will work to engage its members, communities, and elected officials 
in a dialogue and in actions of what needs done to grow our communi-
ties, businesses, and jobs. Impact- Joining Alle Kiski Strong Chamber 
will help you make an impact on the world. The Chamber offers many 
versatile ways that you can positively impact your clients, fellow mem-
bers and the community as a whole. From our education, legislative, net-
working, business to business and community events, we know the im-
pact you’ll receive will be rewarding and beneficial. Thrive- Join us to 
show the world how the Alle Kiski area and its businesses are thriving. 
Joining Alle Kiski Strong Chamber will help your business to thrive 
through contacts, events, sponsorships, educational programs, and com-
munity events. It will be our job to showcase thriving businesses and 
help existing businesses to expand and grow. It’s our mission to make 
the Alle Kiski Strong area a business-friendly climate. Lead- Join us and 
lead the charge toward a friendlier business climate. Lead the charge in 
community and economic investments. Lead the charge in workforce de-
velopment. Lead the charge in legislative relations. Be a leader. Join the 
Alle Kiski Strong Chamber. One of our partner initiatives will remain the 
Leadership Alle Kiski Valley program which is dedicated to creating en-
gaged community leaders.  

We’re Alle Kiski Strong Chamber, and this is who we are:  

 Vision Statement - “To be the cutting edge voice for the Allegheny 
Kiski business community dedicated to the improvement and growth of 
our region.” 

 Mission Statement - “The AKSC provides our members and the com-
munities we serve with an environment where businesses can start, grow 
and expand, while being a strong voice that fulfills our legislative, work-
force, educational and social responsibilities.” 
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If you have been by the Belmont Complex lately you will have noticed a few changes...make 
that a lot of changes!  Our Phase III renovations have been underway since spring and are now 
nearing completion.   

The Belmont Complex 
is a recreational facility 
owned by the County 
of Armstrong.  The 
complex pool has been 
open for over 50 years 
and the ice arena just 
celebrated its 45th  
anniversary last year.  
Recent renovations to 
the arena include: a 
new building front, entrance, ticket booth, ADA accessible ramp, warm room, restrooms, skate 
shop, concession and locker room.  Renovations were made possible through Federal EDI, 
State RACP and Local grants.   

During the 1960’s when the complex was just the community pool, kids and adults alike 
would ice skate on the frozen pool during winter months.  Owner, Hugo Montebell decided 
that what the community needed was an ice arena.  As the county’s first and only ice rink, the 
Belmont Complex has introduced the sport of hockey and ice skating to many generations.  
Though the complex has never lost its charm, the wear and tear of years gone by and changes 
to safety regulations required the Belmont to upgrade its facilities.  We know the importance 
of community, tradition and sports in Armstrong County and now the Belmont Complex can 
continue to bring that to each generation to come. 

In addition to the pool and arena, the Belmont Complex is also a banquet and meeting facility.  
Our modern banquet room offers a spacious and appealing setting for your business meeting, 
luncheon, holiday party or other event.  With an attached catering room, sound system, Wi-Fi 
and projection capabilities, it has everything you need.  For details about renting our banquet 
room, visit our website or call Gary Montebell at 724-548-1067 ext. 221. 

On Tuesday, December 17th, Senator Don White and Representative Jeff Pyle will be at the Bel-
mont Complex for a ribbon cutting ceremony at 10am.  We will then be hosting a Grand Re-
opening on Saturday, December 21, 2013. The event will start with an Amateur league hockey 
game at 3pm, followed by our Learn to Play Hockey program scrimmage, Belmont Blaze Figure 
skating performance and an extended public ice skating session to begin at 6:30pm.  The 
event’s purpose is to showcase the renovations made as well as activities that occur at the Bel-
mont Complex, to all community members.  We will also be holding a week-long food drive 
that benefits the Salvation Army.  Anyone who brings a food donation will get $1 off public 
skate. 

We hope you have a chance to stop by and see the changes!  For up-to-date event and activity 
information follow us on Facebook or visit our website at www.belmontcomplex.net. 



Belmont Complex 
Grand Re-Opening  

 

Saturday, December 21st 
3p-9:30p 

Join us for a grand  
re-opening and see our newly reno-

vated arena complex.   
Renovations include new  

entrance, ticket booth, skate shop, 
concession, Locker rooms 3 & 4 and 

balcony stairs. 
 Phase III renovations were made 
possible by a Federal EDI, State 
RACP and County grants.   

 

• Hockey Games Hockey Games Hockey Games Hockey Games         
    

• Belmont Blaze PerformanceBelmont Blaze PerformanceBelmont Blaze PerformanceBelmont Blaze Performance    
    

• Salvation Army Food DriveSalvation Army Food DriveSalvation Army Food DriveSalvation Army Food Drive    
    

• Children’s Activities Children’s Activities Children’s Activities Children’s Activities     
        

• Public Skate SessionPublic Skate SessionPublic Skate SessionPublic Skate Session    
    

And More!And More!And More!And More!    

County of Armstrong Belmont Complex 

415 Butler Rd Kittanning, PA 16201 

724-548-1067 

www.belmontcomplex.net 

Before After Before After 

Before After 









 

Attention Members 

 Newsletter Inserts—$50 and 500 copies gets your message out to all the bureau members, all municipalities in Arm-
strong County, federal, state and local elected officials, and many more businesses and organizations. 

 Display Window— The Tourist Bureau display windows located on 125 Market Street in downtown Kittanning are avail-
able for your business or organization to advertise, free for non-profits and $25 per month for businesses .  These win-
dows are LARGE, carpeted, and lighted. 

 Feature Member for Newsletter—FREE, just send us the information and a photo and we will get you in.  There are 2 
tourist bureau members highlighted per issue. 

 Project 365—Submit photos of Armstrong County to our website in Project 365, maybe your photo will be selected as 
photo of the day, photo of the month and our grand prize winner of “photo of the year”. 

 Calendar of Events—Easy online submission, and it’s FREE. 

 Homepage News Items—Send us the information and a photo if possible.  These will run typically for 1-2 weeks, and it’s 
FREE. 

 Photo Gallery—Easy online submission to the website photo gallery, and its FREE. 

Board of Directors 

Jack Bennett, Chairman 
Melvin Check, Vice Chairman 
Pam Meade, Treasurer 
Neill Andritz, Secretary 
Travis Lindsay 
Chuck Rupp 
Jason Renshaw 
Connie Jerich 
Commissioner Rich Fink 
Staff 

Kevin Andrews, Director 
Linda Pennington, Assistant 
Carly Ochs, Assistant 

Address service requested 

Armstrong County Tourist Bureau 

125 Market Street 
Kittanning, PA 16201 
724-543-4003     www.ArmstrongCounty.com 

Come. Play! Discover… 

The heart of Western  

Pennsylvania! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

125 Market Street 

Kittanning, PA 16201 

724-543-4003 

ArmstrongCounty.com 

Mission Statement of the Tourist Bureau: 
 
Established in 1963, the Armstrong County Tourist Bureau is the official tourism promotion 
agency for Armstrong County. Our mission is to promote tourism, tourism development, and 
the interests of the travel and hospitality industries of our region, thereby contributing to the 
economic growth and well-being of the area. The Armstrong County Tourist Bureau is a non-
profit, membership organization.  
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